
LEARN  
A NEW SKILL! 

HAVE YOU EVER WANTED 
TO LEARN HOW TO TIE THE 
PERFECT REEF KNOT OR BUILD 
A SHELTER FOR SURVIVAL  
IN THE WILD?
What better time to learn these news skills 
than when in the great outdoors?

Below are some survival skills you can 
research before or during your Backyard 
Campout event as this will be the perfect  
time to practice! 

  Tying a knot 

  Building a temporary shelter 

  Navigating and reading a compass 

TYING A KNOT

SLIP KNOT

OVERHAND KNOT

REEF KNOT

HALF HITCH

FIGURE 8 KNOT

HALF KNOT

NOOSE KNOT

https://wildlifewarriors.org.au/


LEARN  
A NEW SKILL! 

BUILDING A TEMPORARY SHELTER
THE A-FRAME

To make an A-frame shelter, you will need 
two sticks four or five feet (1.2 – 1.5 metres) 
long and one stick 10 to 12 feet (3 – 3.6 
metres) long.

1. Prop the two shorter sticks up in the 
shape of the letter A. Prop the longer 
stick up at the top of the A. 

2. Tie the three sticks together where 
they meet. 

3. The three sticks will be in the shape 
of an A-frame tent with one end 
collapsed against the ground. 

4. Now prop up more sticks against the 
longer stick, and pile forest debris 
against the sticks until you have an 
insulated shelter open at the high end.

NAVIGATING AND READING A COMPASS
If you want to walk in an exact direction, 
you can ‘follow a bearing’. 

To follow a bearing, all you need to do is:

1. Place the compass flat on your palm, 
with the direction of travel arrow 
pointing towards where you want  
to go.

2. Twist your compass dial so that  
the orienting arrow lines up with  
the red end of the magnetic needle.

3. The direction of travel arrow  
should line up with your ‘bearing’  
(this is the angle you want to walk in) 
– now you can begin your walk  
by following this arrow.

If you are worried that you are going 
 off track, line up your orienting arrow  
with the needle. 

Whenever you do this your direction of 
travel arrow will point to where you want 
 to go (remember to keep your compass  
dial in the same position, though).
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